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The Ethical Humanist

Newsletter of the Ethical Humanist Society of Long Island
Create a Caring World

Sunday Meetings

President’s Message
By Linda Napoli

Begin at 11:00 am

April 2 : Kate Lovelady,
Portrayals of Women in
Popular Culture.
April 9: Linda Napoli,
Creating an Ideal Society:
an Interactive Morning.
April 16: Jim Coll, Can
Albany Be Fixed? (And
Your Role In The Solution)
April 23: Anne Klaeysen:
The Encampment for
Citizenship, an Experiment
in Participatory
Democracy.
April 30: Jeffrey Reynolds.
May 7: Hugh Taft-Morales,
Humanist Anti-Racist
Activism.

Colloquy
Every Sunday at 9:30 am

April is here at last and although
Spring is in the Air, it doesn’t seem to
be quite true yet. Our gardeners will
be active again soon and members
are invited to join this group as they
work hard to improve the grounds of
the Society.
Attendance at the Society has been
great. Everyone is in need of a
welcoming community right now and we certainly fit the bill.
Studies are showing that there are more people living alone in
our country than ever before. If you know someone who falls
into that category, invite them to attend with you on a Sunday
morning.
Many of our members are busy with social action activities that
fit their passion and we hope you’re taking part. The Bike and
Sewing Machine Collection planned by Alison Pratt and the
Car-Less Bike to Work Parade are two examples happening in
April. See below for more details.
We are pleased to have two Ethical Humanist Leaders speaking
this month, Kate Lovelady, Leader at the St. Louis Ethical
Society and Anne Klaeysen Leader at the New York Society for
Ethical Culture, who will also be giving a public workshop after
the meeting. Both women are inspiring and engaging. Visiting
leaders remind us of the wealth of expertise found throughout
the Ethical movement.
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Presentations
Apr. 2 : Kate Lovelady, Portrayals of Women in Popular Culture.
This platform address will look at data and ethical issues on
representations of women in TV and films. Kate Lovelady has been
Leader of the Ethical Society of St. Louis since 2005.

Apr. 9: Linda Napoli, Creating an Ideal Society: an Interactive
Morning
EHSLI President Linda Napoli leads an intergenerational morning
involving creative group discussions and sharing of the
components of an ideal society.

Apr. 16: Jim Coll: Can Albany Be Fixed? (And Your Role In The
Solution)
This non-partisan discussion focuses on the upcoming
constitutional convention question in our state and the process
mandated to be considered every twenty years by our fellow New
Yorkers. James Coll is an adjunct professor of American and
Constitutional history at Hofstra University and the founder of
ChangeNYS.org, a not-for-profit dedicated to promoting civic
education in our state.
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Apr. 23 : Anne Klaeysen, The Encampment for Citizenship, an
Experiment in Participatory Democracy.
The Encampment for Citizenship, founded in 1946 by Leader
Algernon D. Black and Alice (“Nanny”) Pollitzer, a prominent civic
leader, offered an opportunity for “young adults of many religious,
racial, social and national backgrounds” to learn “the principles and
techniques of citizenship…through lived experience.” Black believed
that young people could be a positive force in their communities if
they developed critical thinking skills, youth activism, leadership
qualities, and the courage to break free from stereotypes. Anne
Klaeysen, leader of the New York Society for Ethical Culture, will bring
us up to date on The Encampment's current programming. Now,
more than ever, we need progressive leadership and participatory
democracy.
At 12:30, following the coffee hour, Dr. Klaeysen will conduct a free
workshop, open to the public: Navigating the "New Normal” to
address the issue of how to be a humanist in today’s political climate.
Apr. 30: Jeffrey Reynolds.
Dr. Jeffrey L. Reynolds is the President and Chief Executive Officer of
Family and Children’s Association (FCA), based in Mineola, NY. Since
it began as an orphanage more than 130 years ago, FCA has been
committed to caring for Long Island’s vulnerable children, youth,
seniors and families while helping them prepare for successful
futures. The organization offers community-based programs for
struggling families, at-risk adolescents, vulnerable seniors, and
adults with substance use disorders. Today, FCA is one of Long
Island’s largest health and human organizations with an annual
budget of $20 million, 340 staff, 200 volunteers and 30+ programs.
May 7: Hugh Taft-Morales, Humanist Anti-Racist Activism.
Hugh Taft-Morales challenges himself and all humanists to
deconstruct systemic racial privilege so we can all benefit from a
more empowering multicultural perspective that honors the inherent
worth of all.Hugh Taft-Morales is currently leader of the Ethical
Humanist Society of Philadelphia and the Baltimore Ethical Society.
He serves as Vice President of the National Leaders Council of the
American Ethical Union (AEU) and is editor of the AEU’s Ethical
Action Report. Hugh taught philosophy and history for twenty-five
years in Washington, D. C., after which he transitioned into Ethical
Culture Leadership.
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Free Public Workshop:
Navigating the "New Normal"
April 23 at the Ethical Humanist Society of LI in Garden City
Navigating the “New Normal” is a free workshop to be conducted by Dr.
Anne Klaeysen, at 12:30 pm on April 23, focusing on how to cope with the
changes in society since the inauguration of the 45th president of the
United States.
Dr. Klaeysen, leader of the New York Society for Ethical Culture, will lead an
interactive discussion about concerns of many people today, such as how do
we understand and reconcile with family, friends and neighbors who voted
differently than we did? How do we learn to listen and empathize with other
people's experiences? If we are not directly impacted by this new
administration's policies, how can we be allies to those who are? What
ethical actions can we take every day to make our community more
responsive to people's needs?
Workshop participants will explore answers to these questions by examining
the current social and political landscape, practicing compassionate
communication, and strategizing social justice activism.
Anne Klaeysen is leader of the New York Society for Ethical Culture,
Humanist Chaplain at New York University (NYU), and Ethical Humanist
Religious Life Advisor at Columbia University. She holds Masters degrees in
German from the State University of NY at Albany and in business
administration from NYU, as well as a Doctor of Ministry degree in pastoral
counseling from Hebrew Union College. Dr. Klaeysen is also co-dean of The
Humanist Institute and serves on the boards of The Encampment for
Citizenship and Sunday Assembly NYC.

EHSLI • 38 Old Country Road • Garden City, NY 11530

4

April 2017

Volume 67, No.8

Save the date! - Friday, May 5th
On Friday, May 5th, The Ethical Humanist Society, in conjunction with the
New York State United Teachers, will hold a town hall meeting to discuss
the Constitution Convention. Be sure to come to this important event
and be informed on this crucial vote in November."

What is the Constitutional Convention?
Have you ever heard of this before?
Many of the rights we enjoy as New York state citizens would be fair game
should a State Constitutional Convention take place. The entire document
would be exposed, and these rights with it:
•

Guaranteeing the right to a free public education (Article 11, §1);

•

Prohibiting reductions in public pension benefits (Article 5, §7);

•

Rights to workers' compensation (Article 1, §18);

•

Rights to be a member of a union and bargain collectively (Article 1,
§17); and

•

Requiring the state to provide for social welfare needs (Article 27, §1).

Please urge all your friends, colleagues and family to attend.
For more information, please contact Sharon Stanley at
lihumanist@gmail.com.
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FOUNDER’S DAY LUNCH - MAY 7, 1 PM
The Ethical Humanist Society of Long Island is honoring Floral Park resident Alison Pratt for her
commitment to social justice at its Founders Day on Sunday, May 7.
Dr. Pratt, who has been a member for 10 years, coined the Ethical Society slogan “Create a
Caring World,” which aptly describes her contributions to the Ethical Society and the larger
community. She conceptualized and led the Student Social Action Grant, giving seed money to
student social action projects that included a teen drunk driving education campaign and
recycling of pill containers for a health program in Malawi. She created and, for five years, ran the
Teen Art, Music and Poetry Festival. With Crossroads Farm, she hosted two dinner and movies
series about the environment. Through her Book Swap several hundred books were donated to
Reading Reflections, an organization which redistributed the books to local and international
libraries in need. With Returned Peace Corps Volunteers of Long Island and Pedals for Progress,
she helped organized two used bike and sewing machine collections, and, with the Center for
Inquiry Ms. Pratt organized the all-day Secular Parenting Seminar.
Dr. Pratt served on the board of the Ethical Society for six years, taught Sunday School and has
used her artistic ability to write and design full color brochures for the Ethical Society, its Sunday
school, Membership Committee and Ethical Friends of Children, a program which supplies
clothing, equipment and toys to children in need.
Founder’s Day celebrations are a long held tradition at Ethical Societies around the country. The
first Sunday in May is designated because Felix Adler, founder of Ethical Culture gave his first
public address in New York City on that day in 1876. In that speech, he introduced the idea of
creating a “religion of the future,” based on deed not creed.
“Alison’s concern for the life and growth of the Ethical Society and its principles is why we hold
her in such high esteem,” says Linda Napoli, the president of the Society. “We look forward to
celebrating her accomplishments both as a member and as a person.”
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Our Affiliated Group: Humanists of Long Island
As spring takes hold and April begins, there are a huge number of rallies and marches being
planned across the country. Here are three that many people from our Indivisible group (https://
www.indivisibleguide.com/) will be participating in and we urge and encourage members of the
ethical society and the general public to join us, children and adults alike!
1. On April 15th there will be events across the country calling for Donald Trump to
disclose his tax returns. The Progressive Network is planning to have a large event at
the IRS at 10:30 am at 999 Stewart Ave, Bethpage, NY 11714. Bring your own signs,
feel free to make up chants, etc. Here is the link to their FB event page: https://
www.facebook.com/events/1318466691563551/
2. On April 22, there will be a March for Science in New York City: https://
www.facebook.com/MarchForScienceNYC/
3. On April 29 there will be Climate March/Bicycle Parade by Car-Less LI: http://www.carlessli.org/parade/
Ellen Silverman, from the LI Progressive Coalition hosted an informative workshop at our last
meeting, explaining Economics and Income Inequality. The book Runaway Inequality by Les
Leopold is a highly recommended informational resource.
Our next meeting will be on April 24, at 7:00 pm. All are
welcome to attend. Our May meeting is cancelled.
Please contact Sharon Stanley at lihumanist@gmail.com for more
information.

https://
www.facebook.com/humanistsoflongisland/
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Social Action: Ethical Friends of Children
ETHICAL FRIENDS OF CHILDREN has a new logo, thanks to
students at Adelphi in their graphic design class!
Please donate children’s clothing and baby items.
Diapers, wipes, and new baby items such as bottles are always
welcomed. Your donations are completely tax deductible. All
of our items are given away at no cost to families.
Contact Jim LoPresti at efoc@ehsli.org for more information.

Arts from the Heart
"We Are One" written by Kelly Schmidt, was performedMarch 12, 2017 at "Arts From the Heart," in
a benefit for the INN (Interfaith Nutrition Network) hosted by St. James Methodist Church in
Lynbrook. Thanks to Alison Pratt for the connection! And thank you to Jean Stevenson, music
director of St. James Methodist church and director of the Rockville Centre Choral Society, and the
"company," (choir) who are members of either the society, the church or both, for your excellent
singing not only on this song, but the other pieces performed! And thank you to Sharon Stanley
for filming! See it here:
https://www.facebook.com/kelly.tanza/videos/10210860973775357/

Steve Heizel and Alison Pratt sang for the Interfaith Nutrition Network hosted by the St James
Methodist Church in Lynbrook. A fun concert of varied performances.
Thanks to everyone, $1100 was raised. See it here:
https://www.facebook.com/steve.hetzel/videos/10202997121565487/
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In the News…

Wonderful turnout for the Bike Drive, despite the cold, damp weather! Kudos to Alison Pratt, Steve
Hetzel, Sylvia Silberger, Lorraine Agostino, and the many other volunteers! We collected 52 sewing
machines and 148 bikes for Central America via Returned Peace Corps volunteers and the Ethical
Humanist Society. Thanks to all the volunteers and donors.
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Read about it in Newsday
http://www.newsday.com/long-island/nassau/long-island-groups-collect-bikes-sewingmachines-in-charity-drive-1.13348584
or in the Long Island Weekly
https://longislandweekly.com/recycling-bikes-sewing-machines-collection-april-1/
EHSLI • 38 Old Country Road • Garden City, NY 11530
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Communities and Police Talk
Hofstra marketing students are working on promoting the web site, Communities and Police
Talk. Their professor, Laurie Blom, is second from left, standing.

Community Talks aims at addressing the rise in hate crimes against vulnerable communities;
political rhetoric and its damaging impact on our children; and the concerns and fears of our
Hispanic, Muslim, African American, LGBT and other communities.
Since the presidential election, two forums have taken place in the Westbury area, with
approximately 150 people attending each. The District Attorney’s office, town, county and state
legislators, the police department, religious and civic leaders and lawyers were present to
answer concerns and to listen to suggestions made by the public.
An emergency response network has been established to aid anyone who feels endangered
or in need of immediate assistance.
Plans include creating a registry of organizations and individuals who can help with problems
such as immigration status and questions regarding the police.
Conveners of Community Talks are Isma Chaudhry, president of the Islamic Center of Long
Island, Rabbi Michael White of Temple Sinai in Roslyn, Pedro Quintanilla, lay representative of
St. Brigid Church and Arthur Dobrin, Leader of the Ethical Humanist Society of Long Island and
professor emeritus at Hofstra University.
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Society News
SOMETHING DIFFERENT - April 9
If you want to take part in a stimulating and fun morning, be sure to attend the Sunday meeting at
11 am on April 9th to help create an ideal society. This will be accomplished in the space of an
hour through small group discussions. Everyone’s opinion will be welcome. You don’t want to miss
it.

KEEPING UP THE PRESSURE
The Progressive E-Blast, put out by the LI Progressive Coalition is being passed on to all our
members through our weekly emails to help you choose what cause you feel a need to support
the most.
We’ve become a part of the Indivisible Guide, an on-line organization that serves as a clearing
house for events happening all over. They also give advice on how to contact and speak to our
congressional representatives.
EHSLI buttons have been ordered and will be distributed to our members. Please wear them to
any event you attend. This is a great way to get our name out there.

EARTH DAY – APRIL 22nd - A GOOD DAY TO PLANT A TREE
There is plenty of information on the Internet regarding where and when events are taking place in
our area. Start with http://www.earthday.org/
This year there will be a People’s Climate March on April 29th in Washington, DC as well as in most
of the major cities in the country.
“The Earth is the only world known so far to harbor life. There is nowhere else, at least in the
near future, to which our species could migrate. Visit, yes. Settle, not yet. Like it or not, for the
moment the Earth is where we make our stand.”
Carl Sagan
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Sing Along with Kelly
COME ONE, COME ALL
TO THE
SECOND POTLUCK PLUS EVENT

Title: Sing Along with Kelly
Description: Bring along your singing voice, and be
prepared to sing along with others as Kelly plays songs on her portable piano.
In addition, please bring a dish for everyone to share. Please contact the hosts
to let them know what dish you'd like to bring. You'll get to sing some of your
favorite songs with others, eat some delicious food, and enjoy the company of
fellow Ethical members.
Date/Time: Saturday, April 22, 2017 at 6:00 p.m.
Host Name: David and Alice Sprintzen
Event Location: 16 Southwoods Road, Syosset, NY
(516) 364-2178
NOTE: There is no fee. To register, you can enter your name on the sign-up
sheet on Sundays at the back of the auditorium . Or you can call the office at
516-741-7304.

WOMEN’S SPRING RETREAT
The women's spring retreat is April 29th 12:00 at Joan Beder’s
house. All members are welcomed. Please let Delorie Cohen
know as soon as possible. Her mail is Rodel48@aol.com or
phone (718)459-1380. The cost is $6 dollars for cost of lunch.
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NEVER MISS THE MORNING TALK!
On 1/15/2017 we instituted a new program that allows members to call in on their phones and
listen to the entire Sunday morning program at the Ethical Humanist Society of Long Island, so you
never have to miss the morning’s message.

Here’s How To Dial-In:
Between 10:50 and 10:55 AM
Call: 1-515-739-1285.
Access Code: 266123#
Say your name when prompted
The listener will hear music playing and then the Sunday
Morning Program.
Remember that the listener must put their phone on MUTE by dialing *6.
This prevents noises from their homes being heard.

QUESTION OF THE MONTH
What do you owe to strangers?

SAVE THE DATE - MAY 21
The Spring Membership Meeting will be held on May 21st following the
Sunday meeting. It’s important for members to attend and make their
voices heard.
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Remembering Leonard Cohen

Friday, April 21, 2017 at 8 pm
Five dynamic artists will perform some of the best of Leonard Cohen’s
songs at the next Our Times Coffeehouse concert. Don’t miss their heartfelt
and creative interpretations of the song-poems of a master. Our lineup is:
Josh Joffen
Rorie Kelly
David Massengill
Kira Metcalf-Oshinsky
Martha Trachtenberg
Adults: $20
Students (w/IDs): $15
Children under 12: $6 (very young children are free)
Tickets on sale at the door.

EHSLI • 38 Old Country Road • Garden City, NY 11530

16

April 2017

Volume 67, No.8

The Kids Ethics Program
on Long Island

Our Youth Programs
Kids Ethics Program (a.k.a. Humanist Sunday School)
April Greetings from The Kids Ethics Program on Long Island!
In the Fall the kids planted some bulbs out in the front of the building, and we are on the lookout
for some Springtime flowers!
This month the kids will focus on the Six Pillars of Character: Respect, Responsibility, Citizenship,
Trustworthiness, Fairness, and Caring. We have made some lovely posters and crafts to illustrate
what we are learning. We also have been having some truly great discussions about ourselves and
our world, and how we can make both better by practicing the six pillars.
As always, please feel free to come down to our classroom for a visit, and if you know anyone who
would be interested in joining our kids program, please invite them in, all are welcome!.

Please feel free to contact me at ccl1311@aol.com
if you have any questions or suggestions for the
Kids Ethics program.
Christine Lamattina Director of Education for the Kids Ethics Program
of LI.

EHSLI • 38 Old Country Road • Garden City, NY 11530

17

April 2017

Volume 67, No.8

YES (Youth of Ethical Societies) is for teens aged 13 to 18.

EHS LI YOUTH

@YesLIehs

YES is a group of high school
students determined to make the
world a better place.

In March, we presented a program on transgender rights, researched by the group
members. In April, we participated in a bicycle and sewing machine drive for
underdeveloped nations at the EHS parking lot as part of Pedals for Progress. and
raised money in a bake sale.

Humanism is a belief in the worth and dignity of all people.
We teach children to do good for the sake of goodness alone.
Humanist values are taught through stories, play, and service projects.
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The Ethical Humanist Society of Long Island is a welcoming home for people who think that
nothing should be more important to people than people. If you value independent thought,
stimulating presentations, a celebration of both science and the arts, the education of youth in the
ideals of humanism, and a community of friends who work to create social change, you will find what
you’re looking for with us

Contacts
38 Old Country Road
Garden City, NY 11530
516-741-7304
www.ehsli.org
Office Manager:
Phyllis Herschlag
ethicalsociety@optonline.net
more at www.ehsli.org.

Programs
Sunday morning meetings begin at 11:00 a.m. for approximately one hour. A blend of music,
poetry, meditation and an informative presentation, our Sunday mornings are the centerpiece of our
week. Every talk is recorded… Go to http://www.ehsli.org/resources/archives/talks/
Colloquy is a time of shared reflection and nurturing. It’s an opportunity for people to meet in a small
group, examine a particular aspect of life, explore and practice self-reflection. Colloquy meets at 9:30
a.m. before our Sunday meeting. We often lunch together after the general meeting. Everyone is
welcome to join us!
Kids Ethics Program meets weekly at 11:00 a.m. for children ages 5 to 12 and covers topics of
“what makes a good person?” Free babysitting is provided for younger children. www.facebook.com/
kidsethicsprogramLI
YES (Youth of Ethical Societies) is for teens aged 13 to 18. YES meets approximately twice a
month. The YES group hosts a Sunday morning presentation each year. Contact them on twitter
@YesLIehs
Humanists of Long Island is the name of The Ethical Humanist Society of Long Island's chapter of
the American Humanist Association. We meet on the last Monday of each month. For questions
email Sharon Stanley at lihumanist@gmail.com or leave a message at 516-741-7304.
Darwin Day is our annual celebration of science, held in early February in honor of Charles Darwin.
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Commemoration Sunday is our first meeting of each new year when we renew our core values of
freedom, justice, dignity and compassion.
Ethical Friends of Children assists more than 2,500 children each year by providing them with
clothing and infant furniture at no cost. Our “store” – staffed entirely by volunteers – lets families pick
out the things they need, at no cost to them. Please contact director Jim LoPresti at EFOC@ehsli.org
if you’d like to help.
The Social Justice Leadership Award was created by the Ethical Humanist Society of Long Island
to honor those individuals who have dedicated their lives to the betterment of humankind,
recognizing people who have made significant contributions in the areas of peace, justice, human
rights, or humanitarian causes.
The Young Activist Grant was founded to encourage Nassau County middle and high school
students to develop their own humanitarian skills. The annual grant, awarded in the fall, offers $500
as seed money for a worthy project. See our website for an application.
The Movie Group. For information about joining the movie group, contact Al Zeiger at
516-538-2687. Leave a message and he’ll return your call.
Sponsor a Sunday Coffee Hour: For $15 you can sponsor a Sunday Coffee Hour and, with
advanced notice, have your name and message added to the Sunday Meeting bulletin! Please
contact Phyllis at ethicalsociety@optonline.net
Affordable Office Space for Rent
We have great office space available for long term leasing. Available are two individual offices (230+
sq ft each). Reasonable rates. Ample free parking and a short walk from the Nassau County Seat,
Winthrop University Hospital and the Mineola LIRR train station. Non-profit organizations only
may apply. Also on site and available for occasional rental are a conference room for meetings up to
50 people and a large auditorium that can be used for larger events. Inquire through the office,
516-741-7304.

Social Media:
Facebook:
Twitter:

www.facebook.com/LIEthical
www.facebook.com/kidsethicsprogramLI/
www.twitter.com/ehsli
www.twitter.com/YesLIehs

Meetup:
www.meetup.com/Ethical-Humanist-Society-of-Long-Island/
This site lists a full schedule of our events. Support us by becoming an
EHSLI meet-up member.

Blog:
Leader emeritus Arthur Dobrin is blogging weekdays
at
arthurdobrin.wordpress.com
Community Action: www.communitiesandpolicetalk.org
The Ethical Humanist Society of Long Island is a member society of the American Ethical Union and a
Chapter of the American Humanist Association.
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